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PRECAUTIONARY MEASURES AGAINST
CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC FROM ISLAMIC
PERSPECTIVE

BY
DR. AUWAL ABDULLAHI
DEPARTMENT OF RELIGIOUS STUDIES
GOMBE STATE UNIVERSITY
Abstract

Coronavirus is one of the complicated viruses which was first discovered in the early
20" century, and now became a global pandemic witch-hunting the lives of humanity,
and leading to total and partial lockdown of some towns, cities, schools, place of
worships, borders of countries of which there is no any record of their closure in the
history for any reason whatsoever. This paper traces the history of coronavirus
appearance and its symptoms and how it was made merchandise by some of ungodly
rulers for economic benefit. The paper also highlights the dimensions where world
politics comes to play on the covid-19 pandemic as well as the alleged ulterior
motives and conspiracy of some international figures regarding the virus. Finally, the
paper explores the true cause of the virus in Islamic point of view as well as the
precaution, possible solutions and preventives measures against its occurrence in the
future.

INTRODUCTION

It has been quit long in the history that pandemic attack the entire world.
Corona virus is no longer a fallacy, but rather, it is a contemporary reality
bedevilling Asia, America, Africa and the entire world at large. Although
the remedy or cure for the disease is yet to be discovered, we as Muslims
are optimistic that it will be definitely unveiled, for the fact that the
messenger of Allah (S.A.W) said:

" alea e Algas cdals (e dals cplid Al g3 88 ) cpta A O e
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“Allah has not sent any disease except that He sent a cure for it, those
who are aware of it (the cure) are aware, and those who are not aware of
it are not aware” (Ahmad: 3578)

Therefore, this paper sheds light on this Coronavirus pandemic, its
relationship with <L sli(pandemic) and how to protect ourselves from any

pandemic similar to corona virus in the future.

CORONA VIRUS AND HISTORY OF ITS APPEARANCE

Coronaviruses are group of related RNA viruses that cause diseases
in mammals and birds. In humans, these viruses cause respiratory tract
infections that can range from mild to lethal. Mild illnesses include some
cases of the common cold (which is also caused by other viruses,
predominantly rhinoviruses), while more lethal varieties can cause severe
acute respiratory syndrome (SARS) , Middle east respiratory syndrome
(MERS) , and COVID-19. Symptoms in other species vary: in chickens,
they cause an upper respiratory tract disease, while in cows and pigs they
cause diarrhoea. There are as yet no vaccines or antiviral drugs to prevent

or treat human coronavirus infections.?

Coronavirus symptoms
Symptoms similar to cold or influenza symptoms occur two to four days
after infection with the Coronavirus, and these symptoms are generally

mild. Some of these symptoms include the following:

“Coronavirus” Wikipedia.com. web. 14/6/2020. Retrieved from:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coronavirus
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Sneezing
Runny Nose
Fatigue
Cough
Fever

Sore Throat

Exacerbated Asthma.?

History of Coronavirus

Coronaviruses were first discovered in 1930s when an acute respiratory
infection of domesticated chickens was shown to be caused by infectious
bronchitis virus (IBV). It was described in 1931as a new respiratory
infection of chickens in North Dakota. Six years later, Fred Beaudette and
Charles Hudson successfully isolated and cultivated the IBV which
caused the disease.In 1940s, two more animal coronaviruseswere
isolated. It was not realized at the time that these three different viruses

were related.

Human coronaviruses were discovered in 1960s where Kendall, Malcom
Byone, and David Tyrrell working at the Common Cold Unit of

the British Medical Research Council isolated from a boy, a

MUy ) < aye (e 438 5l 48" mawdoo3. web.8/6/2020 retrieved from https://mawdoo3.com/
Lig )5S =i e = =48 1) -8
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novel common cold virus. Around the same time, Dorothy Hamre and
John Procknow at the University of Chicago isolated a novel cold virus
229E from medical students, which they grew in kidney tissue culture.
The novel virus 229E, like the virus strain B814, when inoculated into
volunteers caused a cold and was inactivated. A research group at
the National Institute of Health the same year was able to isolate another
member of this new group of viruses using organ culture and named the

virus strain OC43 (OC for organ culture).

Human coronavirus 229E and human coronavirus OC43 continued to be
studied in subsequent decades. The coronavirus strain B814 was
lost.Other human coronaviruses have since been identified,
including SARS-CoV in 2003, HCoV NL63 in 2004, HCoV HKUL in
2005, MERS-CoV in 2012, and SARS-CoV-2in 2019.There have also

been a large number of animal coronaviruses identified since the 1960s.3

Hence, animal coronavirus was the first to bediscovered in the early 20"

century where as that of human is identified in the middle of the century.

New Coronavirus 2019 (Covid-19)

As for the new Coronavirus 2019 known as Covid 19, it first appeared at

the end of 2019 in Wuhan, China. On 31 December 2019, the outbreak

3“History and recent advances in coronavirus” journals.lww. web 8/6/2020. Retrieved from
https://journals.lww.com/pidj/fulltext/2005/11001/history_and_recent_advances_in_coron
avirus.12.aspx
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was traced to a novel strain of coronavirus, which was given the interim
name 2019-nCoV by the World Health Organization (WHO), later

renamed SARS-CoV-2 by the International Committee on Taxonomy of

Viruses.

As of 14 June 2020, there have been at least 429,632 confirmed deaths
and more than 7,763,921 confirmed cases in the COVID-19 pandemic.
The Wuhan strain  has Dbeen identified as a new strain
of Betacoronavirus from group 2B with approximately 70% genetic
similarity to the SARS-CoV. The virus has a 96% similarity to a bat
coronavirus, so it is widely suspected to originate from bats as well. The
pandemic has resulted in travel restrictions and nationwide lockdowns in

many countries.,*

THE MEANING OF skl (EPIDEMIC/PANDEMIC) AND ITS
RELATIONSHIP TO CORONAVIRUS.

Some of Arabic lexicographers upheld that the word "eLsll "
(epidemic/pandemic) is synonymous to the word "o s=Uall"(translated as
‘plague’ in English). In the other hand, some of them are of the view that

the two differs.

MM S (e (e 45 448" mawdoo3. web.8/6/2020 retrieved from https://mawdoo3.com/
Lig )5S = pe =3 =48 1) -4aS
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Al-Tha'alabi maintained that: ¢L3lirefers to a general or wide spreading

disease. ° and this is also the opinion of Alkhawarizmi. ®

However, Az-zabidi assert that, ¢L3l) is ¢ seUall, (i.e. they are synonymous

and can be used interchangeably).’

According to Abu Dawud At-ta’l,0sassl\(the thorough investigators)
among the Jurist maintained that "sL " and "oseWl" differ, and that,
<Ll is an airborne disease that consequently lead to massive illness
among people. But uselall is the striking that afflicts humans from the

jinn, and they supported this with the hadith that says:

SOgellatl Lad colidye ud yalall lda cdlll Jguw,y Lo Judd " gellatly yalally g’wi clid"
"elagd JS Q9 ol (e pﬁh\.ﬁi}:ﬁg " Je

Verily! My Ummah will be destroyed by Ta'n and Taa'uon, someone
asked: Oh Messenger of Allah! We have understood the meaning of Ta'n
(Stabbing by spears) but what is (meant by) Taa'uon? He (S.A.W) said: it

is the pricking by your enemies from the jinn and whoever dies from it is a

martyr”8

SAl-Tha'alabi, Abdul-Malik bin Muhammad bin Ismail Abu Mansour. Figh al-LughawaSirr al-
Arabiyyah. IhyautTurath al-Arabiyyah.1422 AH - 2002 CE.print. P. 101.

5Al-Khwarizmi, Muhammad bin Ahmed bin Yousef, Abu Abdullah. Miftah Al-Uloom. 3rd edit.
Dar Al-Kuyub Al-Arabiy. n.d.print. P. 190 and p. 475.

’Al-Zabidi, Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn Abd al-Razzaq al-Husayni, Abu al-Faid,.Taj Al-
Aroos min jawahir Al-Kamus..Dar Al-Hidaya. N.d print. vol. 1. P. 478. and vol. 35. p. 354.

& [ Musnadahmed 19528, [Irwa al-Ghaleel 1637, At-Targheeb wat Tarheeb 2/293, Majma'a Az-
Zawa'id 2/314.
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The word‘c=k!’here refers to killing with spears, and ¢selall is the
general disease and (the epidemic) that pollutes the air and atmosphere

and destruction to bodies®.

Al’Qadi asserts that: The origin of ¢s=Wllis the outbreak of sores in the

body, and <L 5! s means all diseases. ..%°.

It will be understood form the aforementioned definitionsthat every
oselhissbsand and not vice-versa. And this is what the Prophet

(SAW)means when he said:
« i Y coﬁu\ L@idﬁ Y A<Ma aﬂgm‘ c,im\ u.k‘«»

"There are angels guarding the entrances (or roads) of Medina, neither

plague nor Ad-Dajjal will be able to enter it. .

This means that ¢ sl will never enter Mecca and Medina. Had it been
that the Prophet (S.A.W) said that the <Ll will not enter it, we would be
confused as it is known that the Corona pandemic entered Mecca and
Medina and consequently led to the shutting down of the Two Holy

Mosques.

°Bin Abi Al-Fadl Al-Baali, Abu Abdullah Muhammad Bin Abi Al-Fath. Al-madla Ala Alfaz Al-
Muqni’lst edit. MaktabAl-SawadilLit-Tawzi’.1423 AH-2003 CE. print. P. 354.

19Al-Sabti, Abu Al-FadlAyyad Bin Musa Bin Ayyad Bin Amron Al-Ahsabi.lkmaal Al-mu’lim bi
Fawa’idi Muslim. 1419 AH - 1998 CE print. .Vol. 7. p 132.

115ahih Al-Bukhari: 1880 and 5731.
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Thus, the relationship of Corona to <Ll is crystal clear, as coronavirus
(covid-19) turns to be a pandemic which conforms with the denotative
meaning of <L .

DECEPTION AND LIES REGARDING CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19)

It is not a mere saying to ascertain that there is deception, betrayal and
fraud on the issue of Coronavirus pandemic (covid-19).This can be
proven from the report of daily increasing number of new affected
people, especially in Nigeria and some other parts of the world.It is
known that most if not all the interstate boarders were closed during the
pandemic.t? Despite that and other preventives measures said to be taken,
there is an increase in the daily report of new cases of the virus. This
indicates that there are ulterior motives aimed to be achieved under the
virus.

In addition, this can also be attested -in the national level- to the fact that
the Koji State government initially rejected the report of the claimed
affected people of Covid-19 and accused the Nigeria Centre for Disease
Control of committing fraud.*® As such, fraud with the name of covid-19

in Nigeria and some other parts of the world is an indisputable

12“Njgerian governors ban interstate movement contain coronavirus” voanews. Web.
10/6/2020 retrieved from https://www.voanews.com/africa/nigerian-governors-ban-
interstate-movement-contain-coronavirus

13 “ kogi governor yahaya bello insists state covid-19 free lift lockdown kabbabunu LGA”
Sahara Reporters. Web. 10/6/2020 retrieved from
http://saharareporters.com/2020/06/05/kogi-governor-yahaya-bello-insists-state-covid-19-
free-lifts-lockdown-kabbabunu-Iga

8|Page


https://www.voanews.com/africa/nigerian-governors-ban-interstate-movement-contain-coronavirus
https://www.voanews.com/africa/nigerian-governors-ban-interstate-movement-contain-coronavirus
http://saharareporters.com/%20kogi%20governor%20yahaya%20bello%20insists%20state%20covid-19%20free%20lift%20lockdown%20kabbabunu
http://saharareporters.com/2020/06/05/kogi-governor-yahaya-bello-insists-state-covid-19-free-lifts-lockdown-kabbabunu-lga
http://saharareporters.com/2020/06/05/kogi-governor-yahaya-bello-insists-state-covid-19-free-lifts-lockdown-kabbabunu-lga

JsY) daad) Ol ddaa

phenomenon, more especially when indications on this ejects from not
only a government official, but also a governor of the ruling party of
Nigeria.

It is therefore believed that, the ulterior motives and fraud under the label
of covid-19 is to source for money from the international bodies,
philanthropists, non-Governmental organisations in the state as well as
the National level respectively. And many more motives which -in the

cause of time- will eventually unfold.

RELATIONSHIP OF COVID-19 WITH THE WORLD POLITICS
Not surprisingly, Corona Virus pandemic has a strong connection to
global politics. This can be proven in the following ways.
++ Corona virus can be considered a mechanism of depopulating the
world. It is well known that one of the evil agendas of realizing the
new world order is reducing world’s population.’* As such,
coronavirus can be considered as weapon in achieving this.
+ In addition, it is also seen as a means to achieve strong economy
and popularity. Frank Sieren said: China is using the coronavirus

crisis to make a good name for itself by providing help worldwide

14“Depopulation conspiracy theory” Rational Wiki. Web. 11/6/2020 retrieved from
https://rationalwiki.org/wiki/Depopulation_conspiracy_theory
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and to the other hand, the United States cannot be considered a
reliable partner.t®
¢ Moreover, it is also seen as a movement towards world
domination.
There is a claim that the coronavirus pandemic is a cover for a plan
to implant trackable microchips, and that the Microsoft co-founder
Bill Gates is behind it.®
The head of the Russian Communist party mentioned that:the so-called
"globalists" supported "a covert mass chip implantation which they may
in time resort to under the pretext of a mandatory vaccination against
coronavirus". Although he didn't mention Mr Gates by name but in the
US, Roger Stone, a former adviser to Donald Trump, said Bill Gates and
others were using the virus for "microchipping people so we can tell
'whether you've been tested."!’
Although this claim was falsified by bill gate, but Americans called for
his immediate arrest. A poll of 1,640 people suggests that 28% of

Americans believe that Bill Gates wants to use vaccines to implant

15Sieren Frank, “SierensHaina aid with ulterior motives" dw.com.web.8/6/2020. Retrieved
from https://www.dw.com/en/sierens-china-aid-with-ulterior-motives/a-52931397

¥Jack Goodman; Flora Carmichael. “Coronavirus: Bill Gates ‘microchip’ conspiracy theory

and other vaccine claims fact-checked”.BBC news. Web. 9/6/2020. Retrieved from
https://www.bbc.com/news/52847648

Jack Goodman; Flora Carmichael. “Coronavirus: Bill Gates ‘microchip’ conspiracy theory

and other vaccine claims fact-checked”.BBC news. Web. 9/6/2020. Retrieved from
https://www.bbc.com/news/52847648
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microchips in people - with the figure rising to 44% among
Republicans.1®
SPIRITUAL LESSONS FROM CORONAVIRUS (COVID -19)
Several lessons have been learnt regarding the issue of the Corona virus
pandemic, some of which include:
1. It shows the humanity that Allah is the only absolute in control of the
world, and that, no being can protect you from danger or bring about
benefit for you without his prior consent and permission.

Allah said:

AN e LY Ciab ale &K 3Ty Al pUE W V) 15 Y S el Aita Y 8
(188 il oVl Gsialss a8 Jading 5 ¥) Ul &) 6 gaad) (iua Lag

“Say (O Muhammad SAW): | possess no power of benefit or hurt to myself
except as Allah wills. If | had the knowledge of the Ghaib (unseen), |
should have secured for myself an abundance of wealth, and no evil

should have touched me. | am but a warner, and a bringer of glad tidings

unto people who believe."

In addition, Allah said:

(29: 5S ) cppallad) & A 3L G ) & splisE Lay

“And you will not, unless (it be) that Allah wills, the Lord of the 'Alamin
(mankind, jinns and all that exists).”

2. In spite of the so-called civilization, technological advancement, or
strength of people, they cannot provide effective medication for
themselves, as it known that for now, there is no effective prescribed

medication for covid-19. So, it indicates that Allah alone is the true

18 |bid.
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provider of cure, and certainly he will intervene by guiding us to the
cure. The prophet S.A.W said:

M ased a1y e1d 8 p130 Al giay V) 83 gz Al Jap e Al (b3

“Make use of medical treatment, for Allah has not made a disease without
appointing a remedy for it, with the exception of one disease, (which is) old
age”. (Abu Dawood: 3855)

It teaches us to draw closer to Allah and not to delay good deeds
whenever we intend it. Many people who planned to perform Umrah
(lesser Hajj) during Ramadan this year (2020), and also Hajj could not
do so due to the Covid-19 pandemic, if they had done so in the past
when they had opportunity there will be no cause for lamentation.
Allah (S.W.T) urged His servants to hasten to obedience in many places
in the Qur’an, likewise the prophet (S.A.W) urged on this in his
authentic traditions.
Allah Said:

(133 20 peadl) Ol i a1y &l sl a3 435 2405 e 8380 ) 158 iy

“And march forth in the way (which leads to) forgiveness from your Lord,
and for Paradise as wide as are the heavens and the earth, prepared for
Al-Muttaqun (the pious).”

In addition, He (S.W.T) said:

A ) gl Gl de ] (a5 plall (a8 \ga e Aa g a0 doa 58 L) ) gl
(21 syl alialdl Jadll o3 Ay $Ug G A all b dtd Al

“Race one with another in hastening towards Forgiveness from your Lord
(Allah), and towards Paradise, the width whereof is as the width of
heaven and earth, prepared for those who believe in Allah and His

Messengers. That is the Grace of Allah which He bestows on whom He
pleases. And Allah is the Owner of Great Bounty.”
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In the same vein He Said:

@

(12-10 :Aad gl andl) iy B G sidRall gl &bl G ghliall 3

“And those foremost [(in Islamic Faith of Monotheism and in performing
righteous deeds) will be foremost (in Paradise).”
“These will be those nearest (to Allah).”
“In the Gardens of delight (Paradise).”

Furthermore, He (S.W.T) said:

08 e A &y aad AT &, el 168 085 e G i 1 ) Rl gula 5h 443 (K15
(148 384 5208 g0

“For every nation there is a direction to which they face (in their prayers).
So hasten towards all that is good. Wheresoever you may be, Allah will
bring you together (on the Day of Resurrection). Truly, Allah is Able to do
all things.”

All the above-mentioned Qur’anic verses stressed and made emphases on
lack of delay in execution and carrying out righteous deeds.
The prophet (S.A.W) said:
19 ...pllal) o) adadS Lith Jlas YL | g 3lsy
"Rush to do good deeds...”

He (S.A.W) also said:

20, AaAT) (i a5y (ATl B ¢y yal) (s 38 0B (Jaatdh A 3157 fay

‘Whoever intends to perform Hajj, let him hasten to do so, for he may fall
sick, lose his mount, or be faced with some need.””

4. This also shows that whenever a disaster or calamity befalls humanity,

it is as a result of their evil deeds.

19Sahih Muslim: 186
2lbn Majah: 2883, Ahmad: 1834
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Allah said:
(30 19l 158 G shg g akoail il Lad duas e ailal Lay

“And whatever misfortune befalls you, it is because of what your hands
have earned. And He pardons much”

In our contemporary society killing innocent lives is no more a braking
news, homosexuality is the order of the day, rape has become a trade
route, intoxicant is rampant, bigotry and racism arefostered, capitalism
has taken a longs strides in our economy, honest and truthful persons are
discriminated degraded and relegated to subordinate positions, and above
all Shirk (ascribing partner to Allah) has become a fashion. Thus, these
and many more evils might have contributed to this disaster of

coronavirus as understood from the aforementioned Qur’anic verse.

5. As Muslims, this pandemic reminds us the teachings of many Qur’anic

verses regarding Allah’s test.

Allah said:

Sy < 325 utit g 0131 e iy £ 15 AT G £y AL
(155 :3_841) & slial

“And certainly, We shall test you with something of fear, hunger, loss of
wealth, lives and fruits, but give glad tidings to As-Sabirin (the patient)”

In addition, Allah said:

(2 1 gaSiall)Cy o285 ¥ 2 5 Uil ) 61580 G 1 855 & Gl Gamial
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“Do people think that they will be left alone because they say: "We
believe," and will not be tested.”

HOW TO PREVENT OCCURRENCE OF SIMILAR PANDEMIC
IN THE FUTURE

Islam as a total way of life has illuminated, elucidated and illustrated path
and pattern fora believer to live in peace, security and tranquillity on the
planet earth. To prevent occurrence of a pandemic in the future, strict

compliance must be given to the dictates of Islamin the following ways:

e Utmost obedience to Allah and His Messenger, and trust in Allah,
because whoever puts his trust in Allah, he will have a way out in all the
repercussions of his life. Allah said:

A 5 4y o (B3 Gas Gy ¥ oA (e 4B 05, BoAa A Jads 4N (85 a
(3-2 ) 158 05 38 AT Jan B o ol (g aly &y

“..And whosoever fears Allah and keeps his duty to Him, He will make a
way for him to get out (from every difficulty).”

“And He will provide him from (sources) he never could imagine. And
whosoever puts his trust in Allah, then He will suffice him. Verily, Allah
will accomplish his purpose. Indeed, Allah has set a measure for all
things.”

e Avoidance of atrocities. For there is no crime in the past for which Allah
destroyed a nation unless it exists in our contemporary life. Taking a long
distance away from these atrocities is tantamount to strides away from

falling into a ditch of similar pandemic in the future.

Allah said:

43 3ya Y 13 g o 38, Al 3130 \z;m/*igub;;.;;%;;u;;;m\a;
(11 :35 M) JI3 éa 4dsd Gy pgd Lag
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“..Verily! Allah will not change the good condition of a people as long as
they do not change their state of goodness themselves (by committing
sins and by being ungrateful and disobedient to Allah). But when Allah

wills a people's punishment, there can be no turning back of it, and they

will find besides Him no protector.”

Ability to prevent and avert evils and catastrophe solely rests in the
hands of Allah (S.W.T).Therefore, after observing intimate relationship
with Him and isolation from evil deeds, constant supplications is another
inseparable element that will assist in preventing not only a pandemic in

the future but also all evils. Allah said:

And when My slaves ask you (O Muhammad SAW) concerning Me, then (answer them), | am
indeed near (to them by My Knowledge). | respond to the invocations of the supplicant
when he calls on Me (without any mediator or intercessor). So let them obey Me and believe

"in Me, so that they may be led aright.

In addition, Allah Said:

"And wish not for the things in which Allah has made some of you to
excel others. For men there is reward for what they have earned, (and
likewise) for women there is reward for what they have earned, and ask
Allah of His Bounty. Surely, Allah is Ever All-Knower of everything. "

Furthermore, He (S.W.T)

And your Lord said: "Invoke Me, [i.e. believe in My Oneness (Islamic
Monotheism)] (and ask Me for anything) | will respond to your
(invocation). Verily! Those who scorn My worship [i.e. do not invoke Me,
and do not believe in My Oneness, (Islamic Monotheism)] they will surely
enter Hell in humiliation!"

OTHER PRECAUTIONARY MEASURES INCLUDE:

a. Daily prayers: after performing prayers there are many du’a which

the Prophet (S.A.W) was taught against all epidemic.

16| Page



JoY) axl) O saal) Adaa
b. Maintaining Islamic hygiene: Islam emphasized in purity. No
worship will be accepted without purity. This purity include both
spiritual and physical. The spiritual include purity in mind and
cultivating virtues as love, sympathy, kindness, desire to serve and
to help others, and craving to attain the pleasure of Allah. It is also
achieved by repentance and freeing heart from such vices as hatred,
jealousy and rancour. The physical purity includes Ghusul (taking
bath), Wudu (ablution), and taking bath for Friday prayer and for
Eid prayers and for comfort.
c. Environmental cleanliness: all the rooms must be sweep at least
twice a day. This must ensure the neatness of clothes and utensils,

among others.
CONCLUSION

In conclusion, the position of Islam is clear from this paper regarding
epidemics of any kind, the reason for it, and how to guard against it.
There is no doubt that compliance with this will go a long way in battling

with it.
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PRECAUTIONARY MEASURES AGAINST
CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC FROM ISLAMIC
PERSPECTIVE

BY
DR. AUWAL ABDULLAHI
DEPARTMENT OF RELIGIOUS STUDIES
GOMBE STATE UNIVERSITY
Abstract

Coronavirus is one of the complicated viruses which was first discovered in the early
20" century, and now became a global pandemic witch-hunting the lives of humanity,
and leading to total and partial lockdown of some towns, cities, schools, place of
worships, borders of countries of which there is no any record of their closure in the
history for any reason whatsoever. This paper traces the history of coronavirus
appearance and its symptoms and how it was made merchandise by some of ungodly
rulers for economic benefit. The paper also highlights the dimensions where world
politics comes to play on the covid-19 pandemic as well as the alleged ulterior
motives and conspiracy of some international figures regarding the virus. Finally, the
paper explores the true cause of the virus in Islamic point of view as well as the
precaution, possible solutions and preventives measures against its occurrence in the
future.

INTRODUCTION

It has been quit long in the history that pandemic attack the entire world.
Corona virus is no longer a fallacy, but rather, it is a contemporary reality
bedevilling Asia, America, Africa and the entire world at large. Although
the remedy or cure for the disease is yet to be discovered, we as Muslims
are optimistic that it will be definitely unveiled, for the fact that the
messenger of Allah (S.A.W) said:

" alea e Algas cdals (e dals cplid Al g3 88 ) cpta A O e
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“Allah has not sent any disease except that He sent a cure for it, those
who are aware of it (the cure) are aware, and those who are not aware of
it are not aware” (Ahmad: 3578)

Therefore, this paper sheds light on this Coronavirus pandemic, its
relationship with <L sli(pandemic) and how to protect ourselves from any

pandemic similar to corona virus in the future.

CORONA VIRUS AND HISTORY OF ITS APPEARANCE

Coronaviruses are group of related RNA viruses that cause diseases
in mammals and birds. In humans, these viruses cause respiratory tract
infections that can range from mild to lethal. Mild illnesses include some
cases of the common cold (which is also caused by other viruses,
predominantly rhinoviruses), while more lethal varieties can cause severe
acute respiratory syndrome (SARS) , Middle east respiratory syndrome
(MERS) , and COVID-19. Symptoms in other species vary: in chickens,
they cause an upper respiratory tract disease, while in cows and pigs they
cause diarrhoea. There are as yet no vaccines or antiviral drugs to prevent

or treat human coronavirus infections.?

Coronavirus symptoms
Symptoms similar to cold or influenza symptoms occur two to four days
after infection with the Coronavirus, and these symptoms are generally

mild. Some of these symptoms include the following:

“Coronavirus” Wikipedia.com. web. 14/6/2020. Retrieved from:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coronavirus
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Sneezing
Runny Nose
Fatigue
Cough
Fever

Sore Throat

Exacerbated Asthma.?

History of Coronavirus

Coronaviruses were first discovered in 1930s when an acute respiratory
infection of domesticated chickens was shown to be caused by infectious
bronchitis virus (IBV). It was described in 1931as a new respiratory
infection of chickens in North Dakota. Six years later, Fred Beaudette and
Charles Hudson successfully isolated and cultivated the IBV which
caused the disease.In 1940s, two more animal coronaviruseswere
isolated. It was not realized at the time that these three different viruses

were related.

Human coronaviruses were discovered in 1960s where Kendall, Malcom
Byone, and David Tyrrell working at the Common Cold Unit of

the British Medical Research Council isolated from a boy, a

MUy ) < aye (e 438 5l 48" mawdoo3. web.8/6/2020 retrieved from https://mawdoo3.com/
Lig )5S =i e = =48 1) -8
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novel common cold virus. Around the same time, Dorothy Hamre and
John Procknow at the University of Chicago isolated a novel cold virus
229E from medical students, which they grew in kidney tissue culture.
The novel virus 229E, like the virus strain B814, when inoculated into
volunteers caused a cold and was inactivated. A research group at
the National Institute of Health the same year was able to isolate another
member of this new group of viruses using organ culture and named the

virus strain OC43 (OC for organ culture).

Human coronavirus 229E and human coronavirus OC43 continued to be
studied in subsequent decades. The coronavirus strain B814 was
lost.Other human coronaviruses have since been identified,
including SARS-CoV in 2003, HCoV NL63 in 2004, HCoV HKUL in
2005, MERS-CoV in 2012, and SARS-CoV-2in 2019.There have also

been a large number of animal coronaviruses identified since the 1960s.3

Hence, animal coronavirus was the first to bediscovered in the early 20"

century where as that of human is identified in the middle of the century.

New Coronavirus 2019 (Covid-19)

As for the new Coronavirus 2019 known as Covid 19, it first appeared at

the end of 2019 in Wuhan, China. On 31 December 2019, the outbreak

3“History and recent advances in coronavirus” journals.lww. web 8/6/2020. Retrieved from
https://journals.lww.com/pidj/fulltext/2005/11001/history_and_recent_advances_in_coron
avirus.12.aspx
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was traced to a novel strain of coronavirus, which was given the interim
name 2019-nCoV by the World Health Organization (WHO), later

renamed SARS-CoV-2 by the International Committee on Taxonomy of

Viruses.

As of 14 June 2020, there have been at least 429,632 confirmed deaths
and more than 7,763,921 confirmed cases in the COVID-19 pandemic.
The Wuhan strain  has Dbeen identified as a new strain
of Betacoronavirus from group 2B with approximately 70% genetic
similarity to the SARS-CoV. The virus has a 96% similarity to a bat
coronavirus, so it is widely suspected to originate from bats as well. The
pandemic has resulted in travel restrictions and nationwide lockdowns in

many countries.,*

THE MEANING OF skl (EPIDEMIC/PANDEMIC) AND ITS
RELATIONSHIP TO CORONAVIRUS.

Some of Arabic lexicographers upheld that the word "eLsll "
(epidemic/pandemic) is synonymous to the word "o s=Uall"(translated as
‘plague’ in English). In the other hand, some of them are of the view that

the two differs.

MM S (e (e 45 448" mawdoo3. web.8/6/2020 retrieved from https://mawdoo3.com/
Lig )5S = pe =3 =48 1) -4aS
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Al-Tha'alabi maintained that: ¢L3lirefers to a general or wide spreading

disease. ° and this is also the opinion of Alkhawarizmi. ®

However, Az-zabidi assert that, ¢L3l) is ¢ seUall, (i.e. they are synonymous

and can be used interchangeably).’

According to Abu Dawud At-ta’l,0sassl\(the thorough investigators)
among the Jurist maintained that "sL " and "oseWl" differ, and that,
<Ll is an airborne disease that consequently lead to massive illness
among people. But uselall is the striking that afflicts humans from the

jinn, and they supported this with the hadith that says:

SOgellatl Lad colidye ud yalall lda cdlll Jguw,y Lo Judd " gellatly yalally g’wi clid"
"elagd JS Q9 ol (e pﬁh\.ﬁi}:ﬁg " Je

Verily! My Ummah will be destroyed by Ta'n and Taa'uon, someone
asked: Oh Messenger of Allah! We have understood the meaning of Ta'n
(Stabbing by spears) but what is (meant by) Taa'uon? He (S.A.W) said: it

is the pricking by your enemies from the jinn and whoever dies from it is a

martyr”8

SAl-Tha'alabi, Abdul-Malik bin Muhammad bin Ismail Abu Mansour. Figh al-LughawaSirr al-
Arabiyyah. IhyautTurath al-Arabiyyah.1422 AH - 2002 CE.print. P. 101.

5Al-Khwarizmi, Muhammad bin Ahmed bin Yousef, Abu Abdullah. Miftah Al-Uloom. 3rd edit.
Dar Al-Kuyub Al-Arabiy. n.d.print. P. 190 and p. 475.

’Al-Zabidi, Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn Abd al-Razzaq al-Husayni, Abu al-Faid,.Taj Al-
Aroos min jawahir Al-Kamus..Dar Al-Hidaya. N.d print. vol. 1. P. 478. and vol. 35. p. 354.

& [ Musnadahmed 19528, [Irwa al-Ghaleel 1637, At-Targheeb wat Tarheeb 2/293, Majma'a Az-
Zawa'id 2/314.
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The word‘c=k!’here refers to killing with spears, and ¢selall is the
general disease and (the epidemic) that pollutes the air and atmosphere

and destruction to bodies®.

Al’Qadi asserts that: The origin of ¢s=Wllis the outbreak of sores in the

body, and <L 5! s means all diseases. ..%°.

It will be understood form the aforementioned definitionsthat every
oselhissbsand and not vice-versa. And this is what the Prophet

(SAW)means when he said:
« i Y coﬁu\ L@idﬁ Y A<Ma aﬂgm‘ c,im\ u.k‘«»

"There are angels guarding the entrances (or roads) of Medina, neither

plague nor Ad-Dajjal will be able to enter it. .

This means that ¢ sl will never enter Mecca and Medina. Had it been
that the Prophet (S.A.W) said that the <Ll will not enter it, we would be
confused as it is known that the Corona pandemic entered Mecca and
Medina and consequently led to the shutting down of the Two Holy

Mosques.

°Bin Abi Al-Fadl Al-Baali, Abu Abdullah Muhammad Bin Abi Al-Fath. Al-madla Ala Alfaz Al-
Muqni’lst edit. MaktabAl-SawadilLit-Tawzi’.1423 AH-2003 CE. print. P. 354.

19Al-Sabti, Abu Al-FadlAyyad Bin Musa Bin Ayyad Bin Amron Al-Ahsabi.lkmaal Al-mu’lim bi
Fawa’idi Muslim. 1419 AH - 1998 CE print. .Vol. 7. p 132.

115ahih Al-Bukhari: 1880 and 5731.
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Thus, the relationship of Corona to <Ll is crystal clear, as coronavirus
(covid-19) turns to be a pandemic which conforms with the denotative
meaning of <L .

DECEPTION AND LIES REGARDING CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19)

It is not a mere saying to ascertain that there is deception, betrayal and
fraud on the issue of Coronavirus pandemic (covid-19).This can be
proven from the report of daily increasing number of new affected
people, especially in Nigeria and some other parts of the world.It is
known that most if not all the interstate boarders were closed during the
pandemic.t? Despite that and other preventives measures said to be taken,
there is an increase in the daily report of new cases of the virus. This
indicates that there are ulterior motives aimed to be achieved under the
virus.

In addition, this can also be attested -in the national level- to the fact that
the Koji State government initially rejected the report of the claimed
affected people of Covid-19 and accused the Nigeria Centre for Disease
Control of committing fraud.*® As such, fraud with the name of covid-19

in Nigeria and some other parts of the world is an indisputable

12“Njgerian governors ban interstate movement contain coronavirus” voanews. Web.
10/6/2020 retrieved from https://www.voanews.com/africa/nigerian-governors-ban-
interstate-movement-contain-coronavirus

13 “ kogi governor yahaya bello insists state covid-19 free lift lockdown kabbabunu LGA”
Sahara Reporters. Web. 10/6/2020 retrieved from
http://saharareporters.com/2020/06/05/kogi-governor-yahaya-bello-insists-state-covid-19-
free-lifts-lockdown-kabbabunu-Iga
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phenomenon, more especially when indications on this ejects from not
only a government official, but also a governor of the ruling party of
Nigeria.

It is therefore believed that, the ulterior motives and fraud under the label
of covid-19 is to source for money from the international bodies,
philanthropists, non-Governmental organisations in the state as well as
the National level respectively. And many more motives which -in the

cause of time- will eventually unfold.

RELATIONSHIP OF COVID-19 WITH THE WORLD POLITICS
Not surprisingly, Corona Virus pandemic has a strong connection to
global politics. This can be proven in the following ways.
++ Corona virus can be considered a mechanism of depopulating the
world. It is well known that one of the evil agendas of realizing the
new world order is reducing world’s population.’* As such,
coronavirus can be considered as weapon in achieving this.
+ In addition, it is also seen as a means to achieve strong economy
and popularity. Frank Sieren said: China is using the coronavirus

crisis to make a good name for itself by providing help worldwide

14“Depopulation conspiracy theory” Rational Wiki. Web. 11/6/2020 retrieved from
https://rationalwiki.org/wiki/Depopulation_conspiracy_theory
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and to the other hand, the United States cannot be considered a
reliable partner.t®
¢ Moreover, it is also seen as a movement towards world
domination.
There is a claim that the coronavirus pandemic is a cover for a plan
to implant trackable microchips, and that the Microsoft co-founder
Bill Gates is behind it.®
The head of the Russian Communist party mentioned that:the so-called
"globalists" supported "a covert mass chip implantation which they may
in time resort to under the pretext of a mandatory vaccination against
coronavirus". Although he didn't mention Mr Gates by name but in the
US, Roger Stone, a former adviser to Donald Trump, said Bill Gates and
others were using the virus for "microchipping people so we can tell
'whether you've been tested."!’
Although this claim was falsified by bill gate, but Americans called for
his immediate arrest. A poll of 1,640 people suggests that 28% of

Americans believe that Bill Gates wants to use vaccines to implant

15Sieren Frank, “SierensHaina aid with ulterior motives" dw.com.web.8/6/2020. Retrieved
from https://www.dw.com/en/sierens-china-aid-with-ulterior-motives/a-52931397

¥Jack Goodman; Flora Carmichael. “Coronavirus: Bill Gates ‘microchip’ conspiracy theory

and other vaccine claims fact-checked”.BBC news. Web. 9/6/2020. Retrieved from
https://www.bbc.com/news/52847648

Jack Goodman; Flora Carmichael. “Coronavirus: Bill Gates ‘microchip’ conspiracy theory

and other vaccine claims fact-checked”.BBC news. Web. 9/6/2020. Retrieved from
https://www.bbc.com/news/52847648
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microchips in people - with the figure rising to 44% among
Republicans.1®
SPIRITUAL LESSONS FROM CORONAVIRUS (COVID -19)
Several lessons have been learnt regarding the issue of the Corona virus
pandemic, some of which include:
1. It shows the humanity that Allah is the only absolute in control of the
world, and that, no being can protect you from danger or bring about
benefit for you without his prior consent and permission.

Allah said:

AN e LY Ciab ale &K 3Ty Al pUE W V) 15 Y S el Aita Y 8
(188 il oVl Gsialss a8 Jading 5 ¥) Ul &) 6 gaad) (iua Lag

“Say (O Muhammad SAW): | possess no power of benefit or hurt to myself
except as Allah wills. If | had the knowledge of the Ghaib (unseen), |
should have secured for myself an abundance of wealth, and no evil

should have touched me. | am but a warner, and a bringer of glad tidings

unto people who believe."

In addition, Allah said:

(29: 5S ) cppallad) & A 3L G ) & splisE Lay

“And you will not, unless (it be) that Allah wills, the Lord of the 'Alamin
(mankind, jinns and all that exists).”

2. In spite of the so-called civilization, technological advancement, or
strength of people, they cannot provide effective medication for
themselves, as it known that for now, there is no effective prescribed

medication for covid-19. So, it indicates that Allah alone is the true

18 |bid.
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provider of cure, and certainly he will intervene by guiding us to the
cure. The prophet S.A.W said:

M ased a1y e1d 8 p130 Al giay V) 83 gz Al Jap e Al (b3

“Make use of medical treatment, for Allah has not made a disease without
appointing a remedy for it, with the exception of one disease, (which is) old
age”. (Abu Dawood: 3855)

It teaches us to draw closer to Allah and not to delay good deeds
whenever we intend it. Many people who planned to perform Umrah
(lesser Hajj) during Ramadan this year (2020), and also Hajj could not
do so due to the Covid-19 pandemic, if they had done so in the past
when they had opportunity there will be no cause for lamentation.
Allah (S.W.T) urged His servants to hasten to obedience in many places
in the Qur’an, likewise the prophet (S.A.W) urged on this in his
authentic traditions.
Allah Said:

(133 20 peadl) Ol i a1y &l sl a3 435 2405 e 8380 ) 158 iy

“And march forth in the way (which leads to) forgiveness from your Lord,
and for Paradise as wide as are the heavens and the earth, prepared for
Al-Muttaqun (the pious).”

In addition, He (S.W.T) said:

A ) gl Gl de ] (a5 plall (a8 \ga e Aa g a0 doa 58 L) ) gl
(21 syl alialdl Jadll o3 Ay $Ug G A all b dtd Al

“Race one with another in hastening towards Forgiveness from your Lord
(Allah), and towards Paradise, the width whereof is as the width of
heaven and earth, prepared for those who believe in Allah and His

Messengers. That is the Grace of Allah which He bestows on whom He
pleases. And Allah is the Owner of Great Bounty.”
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In the same vein He Said:

@

(12-10 :Aad gl andl) iy B G sidRall gl &bl G ghliall 3

“And those foremost [(in Islamic Faith of Monotheism and in performing
righteous deeds) will be foremost (in Paradise).”
“These will be those nearest (to Allah).”
“In the Gardens of delight (Paradise).”

Furthermore, He (S.W.T) said:

08 e A &y aad AT &, el 168 085 e G i 1 ) Rl gula 5h 443 (K15
(148 384 5208 g0

“For every nation there is a direction to which they face (in their prayers).
So hasten towards all that is good. Wheresoever you may be, Allah will
bring you together (on the Day of Resurrection). Truly, Allah is Able to do
all things.”

All the above-mentioned Qur’anic verses stressed and made emphases on
lack of delay in execution and carrying out righteous deeds.
The prophet (S.A.W) said:
19 ...pllal) o) adadS Lith Jlas YL | g 3lsy
"Rush to do good deeds...”

He (S.A.W) also said:

20, AaAT) (i a5y (ATl B ¢y yal) (s 38 0B (Jaatdh A 3157 fay

‘Whoever intends to perform Hajj, let him hasten to do so, for he may fall
sick, lose his mount, or be faced with some need.””

4. This also shows that whenever a disaster or calamity befalls humanity,

it is as a result of their evil deeds.

19Sahih Muslim: 186
2lbn Majah: 2883, Ahmad: 1834
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Allah said:
(30 19l 158 G shg g akoail il Lad duas e ailal Lay

“And whatever misfortune befalls you, it is because of what your hands
have earned. And He pardons much”

In our contemporary society killing innocent lives is no more a braking
news, homosexuality is the order of the day, rape has become a trade
route, intoxicant is rampant, bigotry and racism arefostered, capitalism
has taken a longs strides in our economy, honest and truthful persons are
discriminated degraded and relegated to subordinate positions, and above
all Shirk (ascribing partner to Allah) has become a fashion. Thus, these
and many more evils might have contributed to this disaster of

coronavirus as understood from the aforementioned Qur’anic verse.

5. As Muslims, this pandemic reminds us the teachings of many Qur’anic

verses regarding Allah’s test.

Allah said:

Sy < 325 utit g 0131 e iy £ 15 AT G £y AL
(155 :3_841) & slial

“And certainly, We shall test you with something of fear, hunger, loss of
wealth, lives and fruits, but give glad tidings to As-Sabirin (the patient)”

In addition, Allah said:

(2 1 gaSiall)Cy o285 ¥ 2 5 Uil ) 61580 G 1 855 & Gl Gamial
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“Do people think that they will be left alone because they say: "We
believe," and will not be tested.”

HOW TO PREVENT OCCURRENCE OF SIMILAR PANDEMIC
IN THE FUTURE

Islam as a total way of life has illuminated, elucidated and illustrated path
and pattern fora believer to live in peace, security and tranquillity on the
planet earth. To prevent occurrence of a pandemic in the future, strict

compliance must be given to the dictates of Islamin the following ways:

e Utmost obedience to Allah and His Messenger, and trust in Allah,
because whoever puts his trust in Allah, he will have a way out in all the
repercussions of his life. Allah said:

A 5 4y o (B3 Gas Gy ¥ oA (e 4B 05, BoAa A Jads 4N (85 a
(3-2 ) 158 05 38 AT Jan B o ol (g aly &y

“..And whosoever fears Allah and keeps his duty to Him, He will make a
way for him to get out (from every difficulty).”

“And He will provide him from (sources) he never could imagine. And
whosoever puts his trust in Allah, then He will suffice him. Verily, Allah
will accomplish his purpose. Indeed, Allah has set a measure for all
things.”

e Avoidance of atrocities. For there is no crime in the past for which Allah
destroyed a nation unless it exists in our contemporary life. Taking a long
distance away from these atrocities is tantamount to strides away from

falling into a ditch of similar pandemic in the future.

Allah said:

43 3ya Y 13 g o 38, Al 3130 \z;m/*igub;;.;;%;;u;;;m\a;
(11 :35 M) JI3 éa 4dsd Gy pgd Lag
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“..Verily! Allah will not change the good condition of a people as long as
they do not change their state of goodness themselves (by committing
sins and by being ungrateful and disobedient to Allah). But when Allah

wills a people's punishment, there can be no turning back of it, and they

will find besides Him no protector.”

Ability to prevent and avert evils and catastrophe solely rests in the
hands of Allah (S.W.T).Therefore, after observing intimate relationship
with Him and isolation from evil deeds, constant supplications is another
inseparable element that will assist in preventing not only a pandemic in

the future but also all evils. Allah said:

And when My slaves ask you (O Muhammad SAW) concerning Me, then (answer them), | am
indeed near (to them by My Knowledge). | respond to the invocations of the supplicant
when he calls on Me (without any mediator or intercessor). So let them obey Me and believe

"in Me, so that they may be led aright.

In addition, Allah Said:

"And wish not for the things in which Allah has made some of you to
excel others. For men there is reward for what they have earned, (and
likewise) for women there is reward for what they have earned, and ask
Allah of His Bounty. Surely, Allah is Ever All-Knower of everything. "

Furthermore, He (S.W.T)

And your Lord said: "Invoke Me, [i.e. believe in My Oneness (Islamic
Monotheism)] (and ask Me for anything) | will respond to your
(invocation). Verily! Those who scorn My worship [i.e. do not invoke Me,
and do not believe in My Oneness, (Islamic Monotheism)] they will surely
enter Hell in humiliation!"

OTHER PRECAUTIONARY MEASURES INCLUDE:

a. Daily prayers: after performing prayers there are many du’a which

the Prophet (S.A.W) was taught against all epidemic.
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b. Maintaining Islamic hygiene: Islam emphasized in purity. No
worship will be accepted without purity. This purity include both
spiritual and physical. The spiritual include purity in mind and
cultivating virtues as love, sympathy, kindness, desire to serve and
to help others, and craving to attain the pleasure of Allah. It is also
achieved by repentance and freeing heart from such vices as hatred,
jealousy and rancour. The physical purity includes Ghusul (taking
bath), Wudu (ablution), and taking bath for Friday prayer and for
Eid prayers and for comfort.
c. Environmental cleanliness: all the rooms must be sweep at least
twice a day. This must ensure the neatness of clothes and utensils,

among others.
CONCLUSION

In conclusion, the position of Islam is clear from this paper regarding
epidemics of any kind, the reason for it, and how to guard against it.
There is no doubt that compliance with this will go a long way in battling

with it.
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